
REVIEW: CMTA’S ANNUAL PICNIC  

Thank you to all who joined us at CMTA's annual picnic at McIntire Park! It was wonderful to 
catch up with friends and colleagues after a summer apart. One highlight was the bluegrass 
music provided by locals David and Liza Flood. Based on the feedback I got we may have to 
make it an annual tradition to invite them to play for us. Thank you especially to those 
members who are chairing events and committees and programs for the 2016-17 season. It was 
great to get a sneak peek of the year ahead during the meeting part of the picnic, and David 
and I are grateful for everyone's hard work!  

OCTOBER PROGRAM 

Please join us on Wednesday, October 12 at 9:45 am at the Municipal Arts Center for a 
stimulating discussion on common teaching dilemmas. This program will provide members 
with a chance to voice teaching concerns and discuss creative solutions together in a small 
group setting. Thought-provoking questions will be provided and the event will be led by our 
president and “MC” David McCormick. The purpose of this gathering is to facilitate 
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interesting conversation on teaching dilemmas and to pool our collective wisdom and learn 
from each other. We hope to see you there. 

CMTA YOUTH STUDENT RECITAL 

The 2016 CMTA Youth Student Recital will take place on Sunday, November 20 at 1:30 pm at 
The Colonnades.  Each CMTA teacher may submit up to two students to perform for this 
event.  

This year's recital will feature the music of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  All instruments, 
including chamber ensembles and voice, may participate in The Music of Mozart.  For further 
information or questions, feel free to contact Marie Powers Ellis at marie@ivypianostudio.com.  

YOUNG MUSICIANS RECITALS 

The Wednesday Music Club is pleased to announce that the first Young Musicians Recital of 
the 2016-2017 season will be held on Sunday, October 23rd at 1:30 at the Colonnades Retirement 
Community on Barracks Road.   This recital will last approximately one hour. 

Teachers who have not received an application for this recital and would like to be added to 
our contact list should contact Leanne Grove at   leannegrove@earthlink.net    Applications are 
due ten days before this recital; students will be scheduled on a "first come, first included" 
basis. A letter outlining our recital guidelines is also available from Leanne Grove. 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 
Dear CMTA Friends, 
  
October is an exciting month for CMTA!  In addition to our 
regular monthly meeting on October 12 (a not-to-be-missed 
discussion of common teaching dilemmas), many of us will be 
heading to Winchester for the annual VMTA Conference at 
Shenandoah University, October 27-30.  If you’re on the fence 
about attending, here are the top 5 reasons not to miss this 
year’s conference: 

5. Great Presentations:  There’s something for everyone, regardless of what instrument you 
teach or what age group you specialize in.  You can even catch a reprise of my baroque dance 
session on Saturday!  I’m also going to be part of the IMTF session on Friday afternoon, 
speaking about the wonderful diversity of our CMTA chapter. 
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4. World-Class Performances:  The Shenandoah Conservatory Symphony Orchestra will 
accompany student soloist competition winners on Saturday night, always an inspiring 
performance (and one that I was a part of as an SU student many years ago).  The faculty wind 
quintet will also perform, as will SOLI Chamber Ensemble and Tracy Cowden (one of our 
guest speakers last year). 

3. Good Food: As a former resident, I can attest to the excellent dining options, especially along 
the downtown walking mall.  Feel free to ask for recommendations! 

2. Excellent Company: We always have a great time together as a chapter on this trip, and it’s a 
great chance to network with teachers from across the state of Virginia. 

1. Special Guest: I’m pleased to announce that Jan Wagner, conductor of the Shenandoah 
Conservatory Symphony Orchestra, will join us for dinner on Friday night!  He is an 
exceptionally gifted educator and musician and I’m sure he will provide some wonderful 
insight into his work with the orchestra and soloists in preparation for Saturday’s concert. 

Visit the VMTA website today to register and contact Barbara Taylor Moore if you’re interested 
in carpooling or finding a roommate. 

All the best, 

David McCormick


