
 

REVIEW: FEBRUARY PROGRAM 
Encouraging Creativity 

MARCH PROGRAM 
Effective Practice 

Erica Sipes is a professional practice coach who will be presenting to us on how we can 
encourage our students to be mindful, efficient and effective in their practicing sessions. She 
will also coach two local students through a challenging musical excerpt. We hope to see you 
there! 

A PLEA FROM CORKY SABLINSKY 

I am now wearing my “judge” hat, that is, after having judged the Wednesday Music Club’s first 
ever composition competition which has been added to its annual competitions within the 
high school divisions.  Some of you heard the outstanding presentation in February offered to 
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CMTA member Seung-Hye Kim gave a terrific 
presentation last month on how we can 
encourage our students to be their most creative 
and imaginative. Seung-Hye gave us wonderful 
suggestions not only on how to teach composition 
but also how to open our students' minds to the 
exciting possibilities within already-composed 
music–relating it to color, or temperature, or a 
specific word or scene or image. We are grateful to 
Seung-Hye for putting such wonderful thought 
and intention into this program. It was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended!
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us by Seung-Hye Kim on “Encouraging Creativity:  How to Incorporate Composition into Your 
Teaching.”  Seung-Hye not only had inspiring ideas and but also suggestions for materials 
(and there were additional suggestions from the floor).  While “the iron is hot,” I am writing to 
issue a plea that you encourage at least a few of your students to compose, with the thought of 
submitting the results in next year’s WMC competition.  As a composer myself, I love the idea 
of putting a spotlight on our students’ creativity.  We barely had enough students (3) to run this 
new division this year, and we will not be able to continue it if you don’t furnish us with 
applicants.*  The three students who entered this year won $300 (1st place) and $200 apiece 
(2nd place tie), so it’s also a worthwhile reward for our budding young composers.  I am sure 
that if you missed the meeting and would like further information, Seung-Hye would be glad 
to send you materials such as her hand-outs and list of books.  

*My fellow judge Laura Hoffman (a former CMTA President) and I have made several 
recommendations for rules changes, requested by WMC, and it is our hope that these will be 
adopted for next year’s event.  We feel these changes would provide further incentives for you 
to enter your students, and they include 1) permitting performers other than the composer to 
present the piece; 2) optional memorization; and 3) allowing compositions for up to 3 
performers (which would encourage duets).  If we get more entries we are also recommending 
age divisions.  

CMTA THEORY OLYMPICS 

Dear CMTA Community,  
If I haven’t had the opportunity to meet you, my 
name is Megan Gray. I’m a violin and viola 
instructor in the community. I’m writing to 
welcome you and your students to our annual 
event, the Yvaine Duisit Music Theory Olympics. 
This year, the event will take place on Saturday, 
March 25 from 9:30am-12:00pm. This action packed 
morning will feature games that offer ample 
opportunity to win candy, snacks, and prizes! The 
event will begin with a series of warm-up games 
created and by our member Michele Carragan. 
Then, students with varying ranges of experience 
work together in teams to answer questions in a 
Jeopardy style quiz game lead by Barbara Moore, 
Melody Day, and myself. Throughout the morning 
students learn about fundamental concepts in 
music theory such as, key signatures, intervals, 
vocabulary, time signature, and M/m chord 
qualities. Any student of a CMTA member can 
attend the event for free! Find attached an application form and flyer for your reference. Walk-
ins are certainly welcome but we would love to have as many application forms returned by 

Saturday, March 25, 2017  
Municipal Arts Center  

 1119 5th St. SW, Charlottesville, Va.  
 Join us for a morning of music, Jeopardy, fun, and prizes! 

The event is free of charge to all students of CMTA members 
9:30 am: Check-In and Warm-Up Activities 

10:00am: Let the Games Begin!  

Don’t Miss the CMTA  
Music Theory Olympics! 

This Jeopardy-Style Game will include three rounds of 
increasing difficulty. Students will work together in teams to 

answer questions about basic music theory, vocabulary, 
notation, keys, chords, composers, and repertoire. Join us for 

a morning of music, learning, prizes, and fun! 

Access the registration form at:  http://www.cvillemta.com/ 
Direct any questions and return registration forms to  

Megan Gray at meggray16@gmail.com 



Saturday, March 18 to help us better plan for the event. Please return application forms to me 
at meggray16@gmail.com.  

Best Regards,  
Megan Gray  

PIANO CONCERTO AND DUO FESTIVAL 

This year's CMTA Piano Concerto and Duo Festival will take place on Saturday, May 6th, at 
1:30pm, at Rotunda Room in Westminster Canterbury of the Blue Ridge.  This is a non-
competitive event where piano students enjoy a rare opportunity to perform a concerto or duo 
repertoire with their teacher or accompanist.  The application postmark deadline is April 16.  
The application form and more information will be posted on the CMTA website soon. We 
hope to see many of your students perform in this event.  Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions. 

Seung-Hye Kim 
seunghye.kim@gmail.com 

MUSIC ON PARK STREET 
March 12, 4pm 

The next Music on Park Street concert will feature a program of Italian Piano Music 
performed by Jeremy Thompson on the Fazioli piano at First Presbyterian Church.  The 
program will consist of works by Scarlatti, the 15 Preludi by Nino Rota and selections from the 
Italian year of Annees de Pelerinage by Liszt.  The concert will take place on March 12th at 4:00 
at First Presbyterian Church, 500 Park Street.  Admission is free and all are welcome. 
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