
 

JANUARY MEETING 

Join us next month on January 11 at 9:45 am at the Municipal Arts Center for a program by 
Joanne Haroutounian, pianist and faculty member at George Mason University. Dr. 
Haroutounian's talk, "On Judging: Giving And Receiving Constructive Criticism," will explore 
the complexities of adjudication and teach us how we, as judges, can avoid unnecessarily 
harsh criticism as well as bland, unproductive generalities. This program provides the perfect 
chance to brush up on your judging skills as we gear up for the CMTA Festival in February. 

ATTENTION, ALL CMTA MEMBERS! 
A heads-ups form Corky Sablinsky 

If you have never attended an MTNA National Conference, now's your chance.  We can DRIVE 
to Baltimore, Maryland, where the Conference will be staged from March 18-22 (see your AMT 
magazines for schedule and details).  The hotel rate is quite reasonable, especially if two or 
three share a room.  I attended several national conferences in the past, and there's nothing 
like the huge variety of program offerings, the vendors, the national-level competitions, and 
the performing artists. Registration will be open for several months, of course, but if you are 
able to make an early commitment to attend, you can save $50 off your fee by registering by 
December 5.     

THE ADULT RECITAL 
This recital is an opportunity for adult students of CMTA members to perform in a mutually 
supportive environment (without young hotshots!). It is open to solo performers and 
ensembles, including organ.  We do encourage student collaboration/accompanying. 

Chair: Melody Day (434 – 906 - 3919) melody@daysongstudio.com 

Date/Time: Friday, February 10, 2017; 7:00 p.m.. 
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Place: Aldersgate United Methodist Church Sanctuary, 1500 East Rio Road, Charlottesville, VA 
22901. Recital in Sanctuary; 

Reception in Reed Room (participating teachers contribute to reception items.) 
Eligibility: Any adult student(s) of any CMTA member. 

Fee: None! 

Deadline/Applications: Friday, February 3, 2017, 11:59 pm EST. When applying please provide 
student name and instrument, title and citation of work(s) to be performed, composer’s name 
& dates, & length/time of selection. Submissions go to the Chair via email & USPS (924 Royer 
Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22902).  

Unfortunately Pat Davis will not be able to accompany our students, so she (and I) ask that 
teachers please find their own accompanists; however her student Ann Etchison may be 
available.  If a teacher would like to assist us, we would be most grateful. 

CMTA Festival 
Saturday, February 18, 2017 

Greetings fellow CMTA members! 

CMTA's upcoming Festival is our biggest performance event of the year and open to students 
of all ages and ability levels in a variety of instrument categories. While we're in the midst of 
the holiday season, it's helpful to do some advance Festival planning now to help things go 
smoothly in the new year.  Specific Festival details appear on pages 12-13 in the yearbook, as 
well as in the member area on the CMTA website (this information is currently being 
updated).   

At this stage, repertoire selection is key to your students' comfort and enjoyment of the Festival 
experience. These suggestions might help when narrowing down music choices: 

Choose 2 contrasting solo pieces with a high student appeal rating that are well within the 
performer's ability level. 
An older, more comfortable piece, combined with a newer selection is often a nice balance 
between the two pieces. 
A "warmup" piece helps the student adjust to their performance surroundings and loosen up 
before playing a more challenging piece. 
Students who are on the fence about participating might be persuaded to enter the Ensemble/
Duet category, where only 1 piece is required (2 ensemble pieces are permissible if within time 
limits). Information about this category was inadvertently left out of the yearbook, but appears 
on the website. 
I'd like to post helpful teaching and performance preparation suggestions in the January 
Allegro.  Send your tips to me and I'll see that they are included! 



Because it "takes a village" to produce this event, participating teachers are required to donate 
1-2 hours of volunteer time towards this effort.  A variety of jobs are available.  I'll have more on 
this later... 

For now, don't hesitate to me know if you have questions.  Best wishes to all for a wonderful 
holiday season! 

Jeanne Jackson 
Festival Chair 
jeannewjackson@gmail.com 
434-823-2837 

STRING + WIND HAPPY HOUR 

You're Invited!  String + Wind Happy Hour 

Friday, December 9, 6-8pm 

Home of Richard & Ellie Wilson 

1860 Field Road 

Please email David McCormick (fiddle4dave@hotmail.com) to be added to the e-vite list.  
Guests should bring food or drink to share.  We'll be having a chamber music sight-reading 
session, so please bring some music along with you. 

PIANO DUET PARTY 

We hope to see many of you next Saturday December 10th at 9:30 am at Pat Davis' home for 
CMTA's Second Annual Piano Four Hands Party. Bring a duet partner and music and a holiday 
treat to share! 

PIANIST/ACCOMPANIST POSITION 

Fishersville United Methodist Church in Waynesboro is looking for a pianist/accompanist.  I 
would like to include the job listing in the Allegro. I am the music director there. 

  
CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Music on Park Street Concert 
  

The next concert on the Music on Park Street series features Grammy-nominated lutenist 
Ronn MacFarlane in a program of 17th and 18th Scottish and Irish music.  The concert take 
place on January 22nd at 4:00 at First Presbyterian Church at 500 Park Street.  Admission is 
free and all are invited.  Check out Ronn’s website at: http://www.ronnmcfarlane.com/  
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Classical Music Concerts Master Calendar 
  

There is now a new master calendar for Classical music concerts in the Charlottesville area.  
We hope that this will reduce conflicts in schedule and encourage more attendance at 
concerts.  Please help in this initiative by getting your friends, students and other musicians 
and music lovers to visit http://www.firstprescharlottesville.org/classicalcalendar.  If you have 
events that you would like publicized here, please email Jeremy Thompson at 
jthompson@firstprescharlottesville.org. 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

Dear CMTA Friends,  

I just want to take a few moments to wish everyone a very happy 
holiday season!  We've worked hard this fall, and now it's time to 
celebrate.  Don't forget our two big social events this year, the 
String and Wind Happy Hour on Dec. 9 and the Piano Four 
Hands Party on Dec. 10.  And don't forget to take some time for 
yourself over the Christmas Break.  I look forward to our great 
programs and student activities in 2017 and hope you'll ring in 
the New Year with a renewed commitment to attend these 
carefully-crafted events. 

All the best, 

David McCormick
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