
Newsletter of the  
Charlottesville Music Teachers Association 

Vol. 25, No. 5 January 2014Laura Hoffman, Editor 
communications@cvillemta.org

January Meeting

Allegro
cvillemta.org

Ever sat in the audience and reacted with great dismay when your student “messed 
up” on a recital?  Nervousness can’t be avoided, but we all want the best possible 
experiences for our students on such occasions.  How can we improve the chances 
for successful and satisfying student performances?

You won’t want to miss the panel discussion on January 15 at the Municipal 
Arts Center, when four of our own will answer questions about “Raising the 
Performance Level of Our Students.”

Here are the panelists:
Barbara Moore (piano):  degrees from Mary Washington and Baylor universities; 
organist at University Baptist Church; keyboard faculty at UVA; studio teacher since 
1975.

Sharon Young (piano):  degrees from University of Texas (Austin) and UNC 
(Chapel Hill); Suzuki teacher training; studio teacher and newcomer to CMTA (one 
year).

Elizabeth Brightbill (flute):  doctorate from Indiana University; teaches at 
Longwood University, Bridgewater College and Eastern Mennonite University; member 
of professional flute/cello duo “Terra Voce;” studio teacher since 1995.

David McCormick (violin):  degrees from Shenandoah and Case Western Reserve 
universities; founder and member of professional group “Three Notch’d Road;” studio 
teacher since 2000.

The panel will be chaired by Content (“Corky”) Sablinsky (piano):  degrees from 
Mills College, keyboard faculty at UVA (retired), studio teacher since 1958.  

Corky recommends that, as preparation for this session, you read two one-page 
articles in the American Music Teacher magazine we all receive.  These are “Ad Lib” 
articles by Bruce Berr as follows:  “Keep the Line Movin’!” in the August/September 
2013 issue, p. 72; and “The Headwinds of Entropy” in the October/November 2013 
issue, p. 64.  There will be a few copies of these articles at the meeting for those of 
you who haven’t hung onto your AMT magazines.    

Directions to the Municipal Arts Center are on page 24 of the CMTA Yearbook



2 

Mike Anderson, President

President’s Letter

Submissions are now being accepted for the CMTA Adult Student Recital.
Sunday, February 23, 7 pm at Aldersgate UMC.

Please encourage your students to play in this warm, supportive atmosphere.
Any adult student(s) of any CMTA member, instrumental or vocal, solos or ensembles, 
including organ are welcome to participate.  Piano accompaniment for this event is graciously 
provided by Pat Davis at no charge to participants.

Forms are available on the CMTA website, and can be completed online or returned via USPS 
aka snail mail.

Information must be received by Sunday, February 16th, 11:59 p.m.

Beth Cantrell

Adult Student Recital

Dear Friends,

I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday and a chance to relax and recuperate from the 
fall a bit!  I certainly have enjoyed the chance to slow down and enjoy things like having a 
dinner that isn’t exactly 30 minutes long between lessons and going to bed at a reasonable 
hour.

Looking towards the coming new year, I am asking a lot of questions.  As a teacher, I firmly 
believe in re-evaluating my curriculum from year to year, keeping the things that worked 
well with my students and modifying, adjusting, enhancing, or discontinuing things that are 
not meeting my education goals for my kids.

This year, I wish to approach CMTA with the same focus.  What are we doing that is useful 
to our membership?  What can we do to make things more beneficial to our membership?  
What activities need to be modified or updated?  Are there activities which no longer serve 
our membership and we should consider discontinuing?

I think the fundamental issue at the basis of all of these questions has to do with our 
students receiving the absolute best level of instruction we are able to provide.  Whether 
that is programs geared towards making us better teachers or activities designed for our 
students, it must in the end benefit them. 
 
So, this letter really is the start of a conversation I hope to have over the next few months.  
Please take a moment and consider your involvement with CMTA- are there things in the 
back of your mind that you think should be done differently?  Are there things that you love 
that we absolutely should not change?  Are we in need of new or different student activities?

Let’s start talking!
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At the September meeting the following people signed up to be judges for the festival.  If 
your name is NOT among them and you find that you are able and willing to be a judge, 
please let me know. If your name IS among them and you find that you can no longer keep 
this commitment, please let me know. <patdav5@gmail.co>

MEMBER AVAILABILITY MEMBER AVAILABILITY

PIANO  STRINGS 
Ruth B.  Lynanne W.
Corky S.  Beth C. mid-morning or afternoon but
Jeanne J. all day  morning preferred
Vail W. all day 
Marie E. all day
Michele C. elem. first hour  
Pat D.
Gail B mid-morning or afternoon  
R.A. Bishop beginning/int.

Thanks to those of you who signed up!  However, we need MANY more!----wind, strings, and 
piano! 

Pat Davis   

FESTIVAL JUDGES NEEDED

Please submit your wish list to Toko Duvall if you’d like to browse or check out any materials 
from the library list, pages 38 - 40 in our yearbook, at the January meeting.  I’d be glad to 
bring them to you.

You are more than welcome to visit our library at The Music Emporium.  There is an ample 
space in the waiting room for your browsing and reading the materials.  The directions are 
in the Handbook.  The library is now open Mondays and Fridays, 2-8, Tuesdays through 
Thursdays, 3-8:30  and Saturdays, noon to 6:30.  However, the above schedule may change 
without notice, so please email me in advance or leave a message at 973-2931 before you 
head out to The Music Emporium.

Please send any inquiry to Toko Duvall: tokoduvall@embarqmail.com.

Thank you!

Toko

Library Notes

Do any of you have a cheap keyboard for sale or know of one?  Any advice about how to 
obtain one (preferably second-hand) would be greatly appreciated.  I’m inquiring on behalf of 
a fellow resident here at Westminster Canterbury of the Blue Ridge.  If you have any helpful 
information, please contact me at corkysablin@gmail.com.  

Thanks much!  Corky

Keyboard Needed
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Announcements

Young Musicians Recital 

Even as you are all preparing for Thanksgiving and Chanukah, Christmas and the New Year, 
and most important, the Music Festival of February 15, I don’t want anyone to forget that on 
January 26, at 1:30 pm at the Colonnades, the Young Musicians Recital, sponsored by the 
Wednesday Music Club will be held. Applications are available online at 
http://www.wednesdaymusicclub.org/  Copies will also be sent out. 

Applications are due Jan. 20.  

Please send them to Candace Burton, <mamabow6@yahoo.com>  
or at 171 Elm Ct, Troy, VA 22974 

  Happy Holidays to you all.  Ruth and Candace

Three Notch’d Road
Three Notch’d Road: The Charlottesville Baroque Ensemble celebrates the revelry of Twelfth 
Night with a program of carols and festive baroque works from all over Europe – a great way 
to wrap up the holiday season.  Bring the whole family!

Concerts are Friday, January 3 at 7:30pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Staunton, Virginia 
and Saturday, January 4 at 7:30pm at First United Methodist Church in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.  Tickets are available at the door and are $15 for adults and free for students.  For 
more information, visit our website at www.tnrbaroque.org, call (703) 587-0483, or email 
info@tnrbaroque.org.

Schimmel grand piano for sale.  

Built in Germany in 1989, beautiful high polish mahogany finish, 60 inches in length, and with 
a matching padded bench.  This piano has a humidity control system installed and had been 
very well maintained, with frequent tunings.  

Schimmel is one of the oldest piano manufacturers in the world.  Larry Fine, author of “The 
Piano Book”, states, “every time I do a survey for a new edition 
of The Piano Book, Schimmel pianos draw rave reviews from 
piano technicians”.  He later says, “Schimmels are exquisite”. 

The piano is in a private home in Charlottesville, and the price 
is $18,000.  

Contact David Weiss for more pictures and information 
<davidweisspiano@gmail.com>


