
 

CMTA FESTIVAL 
Festival Greetings! 

Many people are hard at work tending to all necessary tasks for CMTA's 28th(!) Festival on 
Saturday, February 18, at First Presbyterian Church.  Participating teachers will receive 
instructions along with their class and volunteer schedules electronically next week.  There 
are lots of i's to dot and t's to cross, so we appreciate not only your patience, but your quick, 
positive response to pleas for help;^)! 

Stay tuned... 

Jeanne Jackson 
Festival Chair 

JANUARY MEETING 
On Judging 
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Joanne Haroutounian gave an exceptionally interesting talk on judging for our first program of 
the new year! It was highly interactive—we listened to recordings and shared on-the-spot 
critiques. We had the opportunity to discuss personal judging experiences and dilemmas we 
have encountered as judges. She had us perform an amusing exercise involving still life 
drawings and we were able to see firsthand the effect our words and tone of voice have on 
those we are critiquing. Dr. Haroutounian impressed on us the importance of beginning our 
commentary with something positive before jumping into constructive criticism. Overall, I 
think we left inspired and better equipped as adjudicators as we approach the CMTA Festival 
on February 18! 

FEBRUARY MEETING 
Encouraging Creativity 

Join us on Wednesday, February 8 at 9:45 am at the Municipal Arts Center to hear our own CMTA 
member, Dr. Seung-Hye Kim, speak about Encouraging Creativity: How to Incorporate Composition 
into Your Teaching? Composing is a great way of exposing students to creative thinking and 
understanding of music. Dr. Seung-Hye Kim received degrees in Piano Performance and Music 
Composition. In this lecture, she will be sharing her experiences of working with young students on 
their compositions.  

CMTA THEORY OLYMPICS 

You’re invited to the CMTA Yvonne Duisit Theory Olympics on Saturday, March 25 at 9:30 am at the 
Municipal Arts Center.  Join us for a morning of music, games, fun, and prizes!  This action packed 
event will take place on Saturday, March 25 at the Charlottesville Municipal Arts Center.  Check-in and 
pre-game festivities start at 9:30am. The application form for teachers is available in the member’s 
section of the CMTA website. Please submit applications to Megan Gray by Saturday, March 19. Feel 
free to direct any further inquiries to Megan Gray.  

Venue Address: 
Charlottesville Municipal Arts Center 
1119 5th St SW, Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Megan Gray: meggray16@gmail.com 

THE ADULT RECITAL 

This recital is an opportunity for adult students of CMTA members to perform in a mutually 
supportive environment (without young hotshots!). It is open to solo performers and ensembles, 
including organ.  We do encourage student collaboration/accompanying. 

Chair: Melody Day (434 – 906 - 3919) melody@daysongstudio.com 

Date/Time: Friday, February 10, 2017; 7:00 p.m.. 

Place: Aldersgate United Methodist Church Sanctuary, 1500 East Rio Road, Charlottesville, VA 22901. 
Recital in Sanctuary; 
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Reception in Reed Room (participating teachers contribute to reception items.) 
Eligibility: Any adult student(s) of any CMTA member. 

Fee: None! 

Deadline/Applications: Friday, February 3, 2017, 11:59 pm EST. When applying please provide student 
name and instrument, title and citation of work(s) to be performed, composer’s name & dates, & length/
time of selection. Submissions go to the Chair via email & USPS (924 Royer Drive, Charlottesville, VA 
22902).  

Unfortunately Pat Davis will not be able to accompany our students, so she (and I) ask that teachers 
please find their own accompanists; however her student Ann Etchison may be available.  If a teacher 
would like to assist us, we would be most grateful. 

CONCERT ANNOUNCEMENT 

CMTA members Lise Keiter and Beth Cantrell will present a recital Sunday, February 5, at 3:pm in the 
Francis Auditorium of Mary Baldwin University in Staunton.  The program consists of music for cello 
and piano by Bach, Schumann, st. Saëns, Bloch, and Villa Lobos.  The concert concludes with a cello 
ensemble piece by Celtic composer William Jackson, arranged by Beth Cantrell. 

Admission is $5, $4 for students and seniors. Tickets are available at the door. 

CHIDREN'S CHOIR IN CENTRAL VIRGINIA 

WHO: Grades 3 - 8 (ages 8 - 12), regardless of musical training 
 
WHEN: One rehearsal a week from 5:30pm - 7pm 

WHERE: We offer two locations for parents to choose from: 
1. Mondays in Crozet at the Crozet Methodist Church  
2. Thursday in Charlottesville at the Wesley Memorial United 
Methodist Church.  
Please note that we are not associated with any church.  

HOW: Sign up for a 10 minute interview when convenient: 
Monday, January 30th in Crozet 
Thursday, February 2nd in Charlottesville 
NOTE: both locations have times available from 4pm - 8pm 

For more information or to sign up please visit our website: http://
www.childrenschoircentralva.com/audition-information 

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you very much 
for your time and consideration. I hope to hear from you soon. 

Brian Dean Sousa 
briandeansousa@gmail.com 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
Dear CMTA Members, 

Though it may seem a bit early to be thinking about this, I wanted to let 
you know that both Kate Harvey and I will be leaving our positions with 
CMTA at the end of this school year.  We'll need two strong leaders to step 
forward for the Vice President/Program Chair and President positions.  If 
you're interested, please talk to either Kate or me in the coming weeks.   

I wish you and your students the best of luck at our upcoming CMTA 
Festival!  I'll sadly miss this event, off playing baroque opera in New York 
City.  But I look forward to hearing all about it, and I'm so thankful to 
Jeanne Jackson for her wonderful leadership with Festival this year. 

All the best, 

David McCormick 


