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A MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE: 

The VMTA State Conference 2015 

 
Gorgeous weather, breathtaking views, excellent food and fellowship, and outstanding music performances--

what more could you ask for in a summer weekend?  That and more is what we experienced at 

Wintergreen at the State Conference this year.  The performances -- Thursday’s violin/piano duo, Friday’s 

VMTA concerto winners, Saturday’s treat of Schubert 

for voice and for orchestra, and Sunday’s ‘15 concert 

of Schubert, Reger and White--were so uplifting and 

stretching, too, as we got to hear some things not 

normally heard. 

   

Always, for me, the classes are so important.  Even 

though I’ve been teaching a while, there’s always a new 

perspective to gain from hearing thoughts and 

materials presented in a slightly different light.  Classes 

on Schubert’s Piano music, two classes by Barry 

Green on the inner game of music, an approach to 

first year piano technique, how to use and protect the 

voice, interacting with parents, a composer workshop, 

and how to transform your practicing all gave me great new ideas and pages of notes. 

 

Being with colleagues from around the state as well as our own group is rewarding in itself.  It’s nice to see 

teachers you might only see once a year but still with whom you’ve created a collegial relationship.  Light 

breakfast around the table turned into an impromptu roundtable discussion of various teaching topics, like 

sightreading and playing by memory.  Cville was well represented, and it was also good to be with all those 

fellow teachers.  Many came only for a day but benefited from that experience.  Ruth Ann, Susan, Michele, 

Trish, Miriam, Kate, Linda, Jeanne, Lise, Lynne, Barbara, Lisa, Lynanne, and of course our President, 

David, who made quite an impression on the state people, were all there for some or all of the conference.   

 

Sadly, though many Cville teachers attended, the rest of the state chapters did not.  Wintergreen is 

expensive for the individual teachers, especially if they have to travel and stay there, and also for VMTA.  

The idea was to have a summer conference that could be considered a working vacation to which members 

would bring families.  That concept apparently works well in some other states but has not panned out here, 

as the overall attendance has dropped, and dropped below what the conference can financially sustain.   

The decision has been made, therefore, to move the conference back to the Fall and return to a college, as 



we have done for many years in the past.  The next one is scheduled to take place in the Fall of 2016.  I’m 

sure if any member has a suggestion or comment about that, it would be appreciated. 

 

New member and new Vice President/Program Chair, Kate Harvey, said of her first trip to the conference 

“What an inspiring experience.”   She told us she plans to arrange her schedule in the future to be there for 

the whole event.  Maybe some others who haven’t been before will make the same pledge.  Our own 

meetings are awesome and so practical and useful, so just think of that multiplied.  Watch for the notices of 

future plans. 

 

Barbara Moore 

 

 

 

Wednesday Music Club Recitals 
 

Here is the 2015-2016 schedule for the Young Musicians Recitals sponsored by the Wednesday Music 

Club and opened to all local students grades K-12. We look forward to seeing old friends there, and also 

hope there will be teachers represented who have not previously entered their students in these recitals.  

 

2015-16 Young Musicians Recitals, Sundays at 1:30 

            Oct. 18 

            Jan. 24 

            Feb. 28 

            April 17 

May 1 - Adult Recital (time and date to be announced) 

 

Any questions? I hope to see you all at our opening picnic on September 12 where I will try to answer any 

and all questions you may have.    

 

Ruth Barolsky 

 

 

CMTA Youth Student Recital 
 

The 2015 CMTA Youth Student Recital will take place on Sunday, November 15 at 1:30pm at The 

Colonnades. This year's recital will feature the following theme: The Music of Friends: A Recital of 

Collaborative Chamber Music. Possible entries could include, for example, duets, trios, quartets, etc. Any 

combination of instruments and participants is welcome to perform (e.g., teacher & student, parent & 

student, or student & student).  Teachers and students from different music studios are encouraged to 

collaborate together as well. To this end, on October 24 at 1:30 at The Colonnades, there will be a CMTA 

masterclass on ensemble music led by Tracy Cowden, a collaborative pianist from Virginia Tech. For 

further information on the recital, please contact Marie Powers Ellis (marie@ivypianostudio.com) and for 

information on the masterclass, please contact Kate Harvey (kate.z.harvey@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

Virginia Consort Youth Chorale 
 

The Virginia Consort Youth Chorale, a group of talented young singers, is looking for musicians to sing in 

our High School vocal program this season. We welcome all who are passionate about fine music-making, 

both experienced singers as well as instrumentalists who have never sung but would like to give it a try. The 

Youth Chorale rehearses every Tuesday evening and performs alongside The Virginia Consort for each of 

their three yearly performances. 

 

Each Tuesday, these talented and highly energetic young voices come together to make music and “relax”. 

While the rehearsal is highly charged and fast paced, it’s a different type of activity than schoolwork or 
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sports. And, for the most part, requires no preparation. The singers actually unwind and relax while they 

are making exciting, beautiful music. It’s truly a wonderful activity for these students, providing an 

environment where they can have terrific fun while accomplishing something meaningful. 

 

    Our singers come from all schools in the Charlottesville area, meeting and making new friends while 

singing gorgeous music: works by Mozart, Bach, Brahms, Beethoven, and more - haunting arrangements of 

folk songs and powerful renditions of spirituals. 

 

              -  Auditions begin September 12 - 

            SOUND INTERESTING? COME JOIN US!  

            434-244-8444 OR Consort2@gmail.com 

 

 

 

President’s Letter 
 

 
Dear CMTA Friends, 

 

I’m really proud and excited to be the new President of CMTA!  We’re providing so many great resources, 

programs, and activities for our members and our students (some of which have been going on since I was a 

kid growing up in Charlottesville!).  At our most recent board meeting, I took a moment to reflect on our 

strengths.  We have some wonderful hard-working folks in leadership positions, and a fantastic group of 

supportive colleagues eager to give and receive teaching advice.  After 

attending the VMTA Presidents Summit, I can also tell you we have one of 

the most diverse chapters in Virginia!  Our members are pianists, string 

players, woodwind and brass players, jazzers, composers - you name it, we’ve 

got it!  We are lucky to have charter members and fresh new faces serving on 

committees together, planning wonderful activities to meet our diverse needs.   

 

I’m particularly excited about what Kate Harvey and the Program Committee 

have come up with this year.  If you haven’t been to a meeting in a while, I 

hope you’ll try to make room in your schedule.  For those of you who can’t 

make our usual Wednesday morning meetings, take note of the opportunities 

on weekends, especially the September picnic and the October masterclass 

with Tracy Cowden.   

 

My goal as President is to make CMTA as relevant as possible to our entire, 

diverse membership.  To that end, I encourage your feedback.  What can CMTA do for you?  Drop me a 

line, meet me for lunch, or catch me after a meeting.  I want to hear from you! 

 

 

All the best, 

 

David McCormick 
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