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UPCOMING CMTA EVENTS 
 

Our December 12 Piano Duet/Holiday Cookie Party is coming up sooner than we realize! This will be a 

casual, light-hearted gathering and we hope many of you can come to play or to listen. If you are a pianist 

please start thinking about pairing with 

another set of hands and picking your 

music soon. You can choose whatever 

repertoire you think would be fun, we 

ask only that you please keep your 

selection to about 5-10 minutes. If you 

don't have a partner and would like to 

be assigned someone to play with, 

please email Kate.  

 

There has been a snafu with our 

scheduled presenter for our November 

11 meeting, but the performance 

anxiety program will go on as planned 

(11 am social time, 11:30 program) with 

an exciting new guest who has agreed to 

fill in! Sharon Stohrer is a soprano and 

professor at Capital University in Ohio 

and she specializes in helping musicians overcome performance anxiety through individual coaching and 

group workshops. She will give her talk via Skype. Please feel free to bring a brown bag lunch since this 

program is a bit later than usual. I hope many of you can attend!  

 

CMTA Youth Student Recital 
 

The 2015 CMTA Youth Student Recital will take place on Sunday, November 15 at 1:30pm at The 

Colonnades. This year's recital will feature the following theme: The Music of Friends: A Recital of 
Collaborative Chamber Music. Possible entries could include, for example, duets, trios, quartets, etc. Any 

combination of instruments and participants is welcome to perform (e.g., teacher & student, parent & 

student, or student & student). Teachers and students from different music studios are encouraged to 

collaborate together as well.. For further information or questions, feel free to contact Marie Powers Ellis at 

marie@ivypianostudio.com. Thank you! 



 

 

Other Announcements 
 
 

Music Learning Community 
It is time again to renew our CMTA membership in the Music Learning Community which is an online 

theory game website.  You can check out the site for free at MusicLearningCommunity.com 

  

If you are interested in enrolling some or all of your students, it would cost you $3 per student for the entire 

year subscription.  That is a great price for all the subscription offers.  Using the site can improve your 

students’ listening and sightreading skills as well as their understanding of theory concepts.  Adult students 

can benefit from the site too!  Any questions about the site, the subscription, and applying the games to your 

weekly lesson plan, please contact Michele Carragan at mlc4piano@gmail.com. 

 

Yearbook 
If you have reserved a hard copy of the yearbook and have not received your copy yet, they will be available 

for pickup at the November program.  If unable to attend, please contact Michele at mlc4piano@gmail.com 

to arrange to pick up your yearbook.  An electronic version of the yearbook is available in the member’s 

area of the CMTA website. 

 

Piano for Sale 
 

I am asking 800 but the price is negotiable if you have a student needing one to practice.  I live in 

Brightwood VA and work at UVA. 

 

My cell# is 540-729-0442 they can call me after 5 pm if anyone is interested.  Thanks so much.  Beverly 

Shepherd 

 

Three Notch’d Road 

The Charlottesville Baroque Ensemble presents: 
Bach Comes to America: Virginia’s Baroque Heritage 

 

• Friday, November 13, 2015 at 7:30pm  / First Presbyterian Church, Charlottesville 

• Saturday, November 14, 2015 at 7:30pm / Trinity Episcopal Church, Staunton 

 

Adults- $20/ Students- FREE (available online and at the door) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  www.tnrbaroque.org / (434) 984-1135 / info@tnrbaroque.org 

 

Three Notch'd Road explores the musical personality of early Virginia with selections from the British Isles 

and Germany along with the early American music they resemble and inspire.  Soprano Jessica Petrus and 

bass and bagpipe specialist Peter Walker join a chamber orchestra of instrumentalists for folk, hymnody 

and art traditions from both sides of the Atlantic: English songs by John Dowland and Thomas Ravenscroft, 

continental masterpieces by J.S. Bach, Luigi Boccherini and Leopold Mozart, and early American hymnody 

such as "Liberty Tree" and "Behold a Lovely Vine." 

 

Ensemble Master Class 
The Ensemble Master Class led by Tracy Cowden was a wonderful success. Four student groups performed 

(three sets of piano duets and a piano trio of UVA students) and Ms. Cowden was terrific with each one. 

Her coaching was clear and specific, encouraging and purposeful, and perfectly suited to the level of the 

performers. I think all of the students (and teachers!) in the room left inspired.  Kate Harvey 

 



 

President’s Letter 
 
Dear CMTA Friends, 

 

We had two wonderful events in October - a program on studio policies led by our very own Jeanne 

Jackson and an inspiring chamber music masterclass led by pianist Tracy Cowden from Virginia Tech.  It 

was great to see many of you at these events!  If you didn't make our October 

offerings, I hope you'll consider attending our November program and the 

Youth Recital (even if you don't have students performing!).   

 

We have such a wonderful, dynamic chapter with lots of opportunities to 

participate in a variety of programs and activities.  Although I think we have a 

very respectable number of members that regularly participate in our 

offerings, I'm always looking for ways to get more members involved.  To that 

end, if you haven't been to a CMTA event in a while, I'd like to hear from 

you.  Would a different meeting time make things easier for you?  Do you 

have suggestions for programs or activities that you'd be more likely to attend?  

Do you need more information about our offerings?  You can be blunt - I'm 

not easily offended, and I really do want feedback that will help our 

organization grow and prosper.  My contact information is in the Yearbook 

(yup, I'm going to make you look it up so that you thumb through the pages 

and see all the cool things we have going on while you're at it), so feel free to email, call, or set up a time for 

us to meet in person. 

 

All the best, 

 

David McCormick 


