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An Introduction to the Royal Conservatory Music Development Program 

Marie Powers Ellis 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

9:45am – Social Time      10am – Program  

Municipal Arts Center, 1119 Fifth Street SW    

  

The Royal Conservatory Music Development Program provides music teachers and their students 

with an effectively-sequenced curriculum and a recognized, national standard of assessment. As a 

member of the College of Examiners of the Royal Conservatory of Music, Marie Powers Ellis has 

adjudicated piano examinations across Canada and the United States and has established RCM 

Assessment Centers in Boulder, Colorado and Charlottesville, Virginia. This presentation will give 

CMTA members the opportunity to learn more about this program and how it complements other 

CMTA events.  

 

 

2015 Theory Festival 

Yvaine Duisit Theory Olympics & Theory Tests 

nIn these Jeopardy-style games, music students with varying levels of experience are placed on 

teams to answer music theory questions, both individually and as a team. Prizes are awarded after 

each round, with a grand prize at the end! Theory Tests are for single line instrument or piano and 

range from Primer to Level 12.  Students receive a certificate of participation. 

 

Saturday, March 21, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 1500 E. Rio Rd 

Melody Day, Theory Festival Chair 

434/295.4854 or melody@daysongstudio.com 

(Registration encouraged but not required) 

Come show what you know! 

 



Also, we could use three or more volunteers for the Theory Festival to help with on-site 

registration, prize fairy (handing out prizes during the game), greeters, judges, score keeper and the 

pre-game facilitator/warm-up. 

 

Member’s Recital 

The April 15th. Member's Recital is shaping up. We have music by Corelli, Mendelssohn, 

Piazolla, Albeniz and Arensky so far. Chamber pieces include violin, viola, cello, piano, clarinet, 

bassoon, and we have one solo piano selection. We still have room for more music, so if you are 

thinking about signing up, please contact me with your selections. This is the part where we are 

having fun.  

 

Note from Corky Sablinsky 

Information about the CMTA Piano Concerto and Duo Festival:  Application forms are now 

posted on the CMTA website for this fun May 2 event. Please note that there is a $10 application 

fee this year, which will help cover expenses.  The application postmark deadline is April 13 with 

an online interactive deadline of April 15.  There will be another reminder in the April Allegro, 

but I hope you have students who are already enjoying working on appropriate music. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Concerts 

On Monday, April 13th, 2015, at 8pm Maria Serkin, the Lecturer of Horn at the University of 

Virginia and the Principal Horn of the Charlottesville Symphony, will perform in Old Cabell Hall 

with Shelby Sender, piano and Daniel Sender, violin.  The program will include Canon in Octave 

by Jean Francaix, Paul Hindemith's Alto Horn Sonata, Larghetto from 6 Melodies for Horn and 

Piano by Charles Gounod, ending with Trio for Violin, Horn, and Piano in E-flat Major, Op. 40 

by Johannes Brahms. 

 

The Wild Geese Baroque Ensemble will be offering two performances in March of its latest 

program:  "Purcell's London."  The Wild Geese is comprised of CMTA members Nancy Garlick, 

recorders; Susan Black, violin; Lynanne Wilson, cello; and Content Sablinsky, harpsichord.  This 

program explores the soundscape of 17th and 18th century London with special emphasis on one 

of England's most revered Baroque composers, Henry Purcell.  It will be presented at University 

Village on March 5 and again at Westminster Canterbury of the Blue Ridge on March 26. Start 

time for both concerts is 7:30 pm, and guests are welcome. 

The Piedmont Virginia Community College Music Faculty Recital has been rescheduled to 

Sunday, March 29, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. in the V. Earl Dickinson Building.  Members of PVCC’s 

talented and versatile music faculty will perform a program of vocal and instrumental music, both 

old and new.  Free admission, no ticket required.  To contact the PVCC Box Office please call 

434.961.5376.   CMTA members Ruth Ann Bishop and Melody Day will be performing. 

 



President’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

March is finally here!  I am so glad to be getting through this winter and looking forward to warmer 

weather.  I hope you are all doing well as we transition to this last portion of the school year. 

I want to take a minute today and begin the conversation with you regarding leadership and 

chairperson positions for next year.  As nominating chairperson, I have begun the process of 

finding out who plans on returning to their positions for next year and who is interested in stepping 

aside.  While nothing is set yet, we are anticipating several open positions for next year and are 

officially 'on the lookout' for people who might have a passion, talent, and desire to become more 

involved in CMTA.   

If you are interested in finding out how you might be able to serve within our organization, please 

send me an email or give me a call.  As we go through the next few weeks, I will be in a better 

place to communicate exactly which positions are open and where help is needed. 

Thanks so much to all of you and looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting! 

Mike 


