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Developing the Mind's Ear 

 

Michael Slon, Conductor of the University Singers and Chamber Singers at UVa & Music Director  

of The Oratorio Society of Virginia 

 

9:45am – Social Time 10am – Program   

Municipal Arts Center, 1119 Fifth Street SW  

 

Everyone knows that as musicians, we must listen to our instrument as we rehearse and perform.  

That alone is a process requiring focused attention and fresh perspective.  But there is another 

layer of listening that gets less attention in our studies - the development of our mental ear, or the 

ability (sometimes referred to as audiation or inner hearing) to hear music without sounding it in 

the physical world.  Developing this skill for ourselves and our students - whether vocalists, 

instrumentalists, conductors, and/or composers - is transformative in attaining higher levels of 

performance and musical imagination.  Come hear some reflections on the process, and ways to 

open the experience to our students.    

 

 

Note from Ruth Barolsky 

The next YOUNG MUSICIANS RECITAL will be held on Sunday, January 25, at 1:30 at the 

Colonnades.  Please send applications to me at rlbarolsky@gmail.com or 1206 Augusta St. 

Charlottesville,VA 22903.   Applications must be in my hands by Monday, Jan. 19, at 5 o'clock. If 

you're using snail mail, remember, the 19th is a National Holiday. There will be no mail on 

Monday. So please, mail the applications early. 

Applications can be downloaded from the Wednesday Music Club site.  Looking forward to 

seeing many of you. 

 

 



Note from Pat Davis 

Regretfully, I will not be able to provide the accompaniments for the CMTA Adult Recital in 

February as I’ve done over the past two years.  I look forward to resuming next year.  Each teacher 

will have to provide his or her own accompanist for a student unless some other pianist wants to 

“step up to the plate” and take on all the accompaniments.   It’s not that demanding and is a lot of 

fun for a very appreciative group! 

 

Note from Michele Carragan 

The Wednesday Music Club will hold their annual Competition on February 21st at the First 

Presbyterian Church, 500 Park Street (snow date Feb 28th).  Applications are due January 16th .  

Please go to wednesdaymusicclub.org for more information.  Any questions, please contact 

competition@wednesdaymusicclub.org. 

 

Note from David McCormick 

On Wednesday, December 10, CMTA sponsored a fantastic String Teacher Lunch!  We had a 

nice mix of members and non-members (and may have even enticed a couple of new folks to 

join!).  In addition to string teachers, we had a few pianists in the house, and even a local violin 

maker, Oded Kishony.  Lynanne Wilson hosted and fixed us delicious soup for lunch.  Guests 

brought lots of tasty food, including some adorable violin, viola, and cello-shaped cookies made by 

Susan Black.  There was lots of time to catch up with old friends and meet some new faces in 

town.  CMTA President Mike Anderson welcomed everyone, and David McCormick led a lively 

discussion that included sharing teaching tips and brainstorming ways we can support each other in 

the string teaching community.  We also discussed making this an annual event, perhaps earlier in 

the school year.  Thanks to everyone that came to this event and especially to Lynanne and Susan 

for their help in planning! 

 

Adult Student Recital 

Friday, February 13, 2015, 7:00 pm 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1500 Rio Road East 

 

2015 is just around the corner, and the date for the annual Adult Recital is 

approaching.  Adult student performers of CMTA members are encouraged to 

participate.  Thanks to Melody Day and Aldersgate UMC, TWO pianos can be 

made available for this year's concert! 

 

Please direct questions and submit performers' information, by February 6, to Beth 

Cantrell, ecantrel@mbc.edu. 

mailto:competition@wednesdaymusicclub.org
mailto:ecantrel@mbc.edu


 

 

Upcoming Concerts 

If Music Be the Food of Love: A Twelfth Night Concert 

Friday, January 2 at 7:30pm / Trinity Episcopal Church, Staunton 

Saturday, January 3 at 7:30pm / First United Methodist Church, Charlottesville 

Three Notch’d Road celebrates the revelry of Twelfth Night with the return of this popular 

program of carols & festive Baroque works from all over Europe, including works by Corelli, 

Praetorius, and Biber.  This evening of Christmas and Epiphany-themed music is a great way to 

wrap up the holiday season.  Bring the whole family! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Love to My Liking: Refrains of Desire in Gothic France 

Friday, January 9 at 7:30pm, The Haven 

(Charlottesville, Virginia) 

$15-adults / $5-students 

 

Saturday, January 10 at 7:30pm, Temple House of Israel 

(Charlottesville, Virginia) 

$15-adults / $5-students 

 

Like the troubadours in the South, the trouvères of Northern France wrote some of the most 

captivating vocal music of the 13th-century. In an age long before iPods, these poet-composers 

penned the music they wanted to hear and share. Their songs of public and private adoration wove 

together allusions both sacred and secular - creating mystical and spicy meditations on love and 

longing. Elena Mullins (soprano) has reconstructed much of this program from medieval 

manuscripts – bringing new life to an art form with strong oral and improvisatory traditions. She is 

joined by regular Alkemie member Sian Ricketts (soprano and recorders), Tracy Cowart (mezzo-

soprano), Allison Monroe (vielle and rebec) and David McCormick (vielle). 

 

President’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

I hope everyone has had a great holiday break and is looking forward to getting back to work!  

While I will be the first to exclaim JUST HOW MUCH I love my time off, I am truly looking 



forward to seeing my students again.  I know for many of my students the holiday break also 

becomes a break from practice, and while it is frustrating to have to re-teach portions of pieces, the 

students usually come back a bit more refreshed which is always a great thing.  My personal goal in 

my first week of teaching in January will be to help each student 'fall in love' with the pieces they 

are working on (or fall in love again!).  Students' motivation is so important and I wish everyone the 

best in kicking off the new year with your students! 

Keep in mind all of the upcoming performance opportunities like CMTA Festival, Adult Recital, 

Concerto Festival, and WMC events for your students- this is such a great time of year to get your 

students out there and performing!  Also, mark your calendars for next Wednesday- Michael Slon 

will be addressing a topic of great important to us all. 

  

Have a great January and see you soon! 

  

Mike Anderson  


