
Newsletter of the  
Charlottesville Music Teachers Association 

Vol. 25, No. 10 June 2014Laura Hoffman, Editor 
communications@cvillemta.org

Allegro
cvillemta.org

CMTA Executive 2014-15

President: Mike Anderson
Vice-President: David McCormick
Co-Treasurers: Miriam Hartke and Sharon Young
Secretary: Ruth Ann Bishop
Membership Chair: Noriko Donahue 

President’s Letter
How do you handle finishing pieces with your students?
 
With several students this spring, I struggled with what to do about pieces that they had 
mastered but had no imminent performance.  I think how we finish pieces with students is 
so important.  If the student is sick of the piece by the end of their time working on it and 
never wants to play it again, that’s not good.  If you let your student finish a piece before 
they’ve really mastered it, that’s not good either.  That sends the message that mediocrity is 
acceptable.
 
So, in some ways, a lot of how you finish a piece directly depends on making sure you’ve 
selected the right piece from the start, in terms of a sound the students are interested in 
producing and an ability level which makes mastery attainable within a timeframe that won’t 
exceed their attention span.  No pressure, right?
 
One thing I’ve started to do is make sure that there is an end goal for every piece we 
select from the start.  If we work on a piece that we know is not going to performance or 
an assessment, we try and find a goal at the outset.  Goals could include playing the piece 
for grandma when she comes to visit next month, or playing for the family during dessert.  
Some of my older students like getting a ‘perfect’ recording and posting it to their YouTube 
Channel.
 
I’ve found that having these end-goals in place really helps to wrap up pieces well and sends 
the RIGHT message- that finishing the learning of a piece is not the END of playing that piece 
but instead the BEGINNING of being able to enjoy and perform it!
 
On a closing note, I just would like to say thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to 
continue to serve as a leader in this organization.  I have appreciated working with all of you 
immensely and am already getting excited about what next year will bring.
 
I hope everyone has a great summer, and please keep in contact over the summer!
 

All the best,
 
Mike Anderson

http://cvillemta.org
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Are you spending some time, as President 
Mike suggested, evaluating your students, 
your teaching, and your studio as the regular 
school year closes?  While you’re doing that, 
perhaps you could reflect on how Festival has 
affected your classes and the benefits it has 
provided for your students and yourself.  And 
then ask yourself how you can help.  There 
are many tasks -- small and large -- that 
make Festival the success it is year after 
year.  Many of the teachers who have labored 
for 25 years on this are ready to pass their 
expertise along to successors.   Could that be 
you?  If you’d like to help in some tangible 
way, please contact me over the summer and 
we’ll chat.

Barbara Moore, Festival Chair

btmoore30@hotmail.com

17 students representing 3 teachers 
performed concerto and duo selections in 
2 separate recitals at the Concerto and 
Duo Festival held Saturday, April 12 in the 
Rotunda Room at Westminster-Canterbury 
of the Blue Ridge.  Gayle Brubaker, Nayla 
Khakimova and Barbara Moore entered 
students from elementary through advanced 
levels performing concerto movements and 
duo repertoire from a variety of composers.  

Many thanks to Brooke Dezio and Corky 
Sablinsky for providing each participant with 
helpful feedback regarding their performance.  
Also, we are very grateful to Corky Sablinsky 
for helping to facilitate WCBR arrangements 
and also for providing her piano for this 
event.  We are very fortunate to have 2 good 
grand pianos in such a lovely venue.

Keep this event in mind for next year - help 
your students learn the thrill of ensemble 
playing!

Jeanne Jackson, Chair

Attention members! Please mark your 
calendars for the 2014 CMTA Youth Recital, 
which will take place on Sunday, November 
16 at 1:30 pm at The Colonnades. This year’s 
recital will feature the following theme: 
Invitation to the Dance: A Recital of Dance 
Pieces. Possible entries could include, for 
example, waltzes, polonaises, minuets, 
sarabandes, gavottes, etc. All instruments, 
including chamber ensembles and voice, 
may participate. Start planning your summer 
projects accordingly! 

For further information or questions, feel free 
to contact Marie Powers Ellis at 
marie@ivypianostudio.com

Thank you!

Youth Recital

Festival

CMTA Concerto and Duo Festival

Announcements

Three Notch’d Road: The Charlottesville 
Baroque Ensemble presents Goldberg 
Variations, an intimate concert featuring 
the complete ‘Goldberg Variations’ by J. S. 
Bach arranged for string quartet. This free 
concert is a fundraising event for Three 
Notch’d Road and will take place Sunday, 
June 15 at 3:00pm at Grace Episcopal Church 
in Keswick, Virginia.  This concert features 
violinists Fiona Hughes and David McCormick, 
violist Marta Howard, and cellist Benjamin 
Wyatt performing on period instruments.

For more information, visit our website at 
www.tnrbaroque.org, call (703) 587-0483, or 
email info@tnrbaroque.org.

Dont’ Forget - you can renew your MTNA dues (which include your CMTA dues) at mtna.org

http://mtna.org


CELEBRATING
Our 50th Anniversary

Virginia Music Teachers Association
 Summer Conference

July 17-20, 2014
Wintergreen Resort, VA

In Partnership with the 
Wintergreen Summer Music Festival and Academy

Highlights:
• Mirian Conti - Concert Artist (www.mirianconti.com)
• Dr. Robert Duke - The Art and Science of Music Teaching and Learning

• Bradley Sowash - Improvisation is for Everyone
• 50th anniversary banquet - Gary Ingle, keynote speaker
• Jennifer Linn - Hal Leonard Clinician
• VMTA Concerto Winners Concert with the Wintergreen Festival Orchestra - 

Christopher Zimmerman, guest conductor

• Michael White from Juilliard - Robert Schumann
• Take advantage of the golf course, spa, swimming pool and more
• Wine tour - Veritas Vineyards and Winery 

Conference registration:
Online:  www.virginiamta.org

Room reservations: 
Call Wintergreen Resort - 855-699-1858

For a complete schedule, look in NewsNotes
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